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Tes word Christmas used to be written with a 


joyous exclamation point following it. Today, too 

many people think it should be followed by a 
question mark. Something is being allowed to happen 
to Christmas which will utterly ruin it unless Christians 
bestir themselves. It is not enough to deplore the 
commercializing of Christmas by the stores, big and 
little. It is not enough to take a savage whack at 
that fat old fraud whose calling is to deceive little 
children. The situation demands that we re-examine our 
reasons and search out the real grounds for Christmas 
observance: Even the most intelligent among today’s 
Christians need to get rid of a lot of tinsel. Its glitter 
blinds our eyes to the genuine gold of Christmas. 


Christmas celebrates the most stupendous Fact in 
history. ‘‘GOD HATH VISITED HIS PEOPLE."’ The story 
of the birth of Christ must be before us in its stark 
reality, a ghastly birth in a hideous place—and that 
is what God had to do even at the beginning of His 
visiting His people. Think how that visit ended—and 
who received Him and what they did to Him! 


Perhaps we want to take Christ out of Christmas, 
and are doing it in a manner just as effective as that 
used by the Communists, only not so forthright. 


Am | trying to take the joy out of Christmas, too? 
Are these the bitter thoughts of a disillusioned old 
man? No, friend, no, no, NO! The joy and gladness 
in Christmas is the joy of the Lord, which is our 
strength. The imperishable beauty in Christmas is the 
beautiful Saviour. The gift of all gifts is the gift of 
God's love, girt in the garment of the flesh, and 
passing underneath our fallen state to lift us up to His 
heaven, cleansed of all stain of sin and clothed with 
resurrection splendor. Sinner, be glad! CHRIST IS 
BORN!—Paul Wagner Roth, Epiphany Call. 
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vited to occupy the pulpit of the Church 

in His home town. Opening the Old 
Testament, He read from the Book of Isaiah: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because 
he hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
to the poor: he hath sent me to proclaim re- 
lease to captives and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” 

That time it. was not the sermon, but the 
Preacher. It was not the message, but the 
Messenger. It was not the prophet of the 
Way, but the WAY. It was the Living Word, 
the Word made Flesh, — the Gospel made 
Operative and reproductive in the Divine 
Person. 

It was a beautiful sermon. Simple, direct, 
powerful. It echoed the social righteousness 
of John the Baptist’s message, the world out- 
look of the book of Jonah, the superb passion 
of the prophets at their best. 

On the other hand the Speaker displeased 

His audience. His authority was questioned, 
The vested rights of His hearers had not been 
approved or endorsed. Their complacency was 
disturbed. The message was in direct contra- 
diction to the temple rites and regime. Chris- 
tianity is not against wealth as such. It does 
descry melon-cutting and coupon clipping when 
it does harm to the underprivileged and neg- 
lected. The presumption of the Carpenter's 
Son was intolerable to the bosses. It was true 
then, as it is often now, that a prophet is not 
without honor save in his own country. 
_ His lot was with the poor, the hungry, the 
inwanted, the unsung, the Army of the In- 
complete. This is evidenced by the opening 
entences of the Sermon on the Mount, — as 
ndeed is all of that magnificent declaration 
f principle, as governing human worth and 
lignity. The rich, autocratic, powerful, influ- 
ntial, should have realized that he had no 
vate for them. But in His utter loyalty to 
he truth He could not do otherwise than point 
ut the danger resident in their folly and sin. 
hey were standing on dangerous ground. 
When you gain the whole world you lose 
our, soul. Usually the worst harm we do, 
fallsboro, North Carolina 
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Perpetual Christmas 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN, CHAP. 


in the daily contact, is not to others but our- 
selves, 

For Him the good was that which made 
for fullness of life, — the life more abund- 
ant. For Him evil was that which made for 
hurt and hindrance, injustice and selfishness, 
curtailing, aborting and defeating life at the 
very beginning. We know this is true when 
we study His attitude and learn His view- 
point toward childhood. Childhood, © the 
world’s fresh beginning! Greatness is to be 
measured by likeness and treatment to, and 
of, little children. It is humbleness, service, 
ministry, life spent in behalf of others. 

His ideas of democracy were not resting in 
any form of human government, or political 
group, or star-chamber program, — not any 
form of party, but love enshrined in the heart. 
Every heart, concerned with the general weal 
or woe, the welfare of all, even unto the low- 
liest, reaching out in individual effort for 
collective beauty. Not to do this was loss of 
life. To do this, whatever the cost, was to 
find life. This was the central conception of 
His Gospel, the exposition of His own life 
and death. From it, all else followed. Recruits 
were to take the cross and trail sacrificial. The 
initial qualification for discipleship was cross- 
bearing, learning by doing. 

Those who accepted the conditions were— 
and are — Salt of the Earth and Light of the 
World. They were — and are — pioneers 
and pathfinders of a new day and order. It 
is this message, the strong for the weak, that 
makes for progress and civilization. We note 
its application and implication in Marshall 
Plans and Friendship trains, in open doors for 
Displaced Persons and Minority Groups. 

So Christmas comes again. The Christ 
stands before us. It is His party that is in 
power. Christianity, not Churchianity, not 
Denominations, not the Democrats or the 
Republicans, certainly not the Communists, 
but Christianity is in the Driver’s Seat. 

Church steeples grace the American scene. 
Clarence Buddington Kelland, a writer of fic- 
tion, not a maker of sermons, gives us 4 
description of his boyhood days, in the Satur- 
day Evening Post for October 30, 1950. It is 
a simple, forthright, portrayal of our country 
in its yesteryears, when living was not so 
hectic or thinking chaotic. He describes him- 
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self as sitting and listening, to the shrilling 
of the grasshoppers, and birds singing Sunday 
songs and the trees green and the roses red 
and white. “There would be the smell of the 
Sabbath in the air as we sat and waited, rather 
stiff and sweating in our best clothes and the 
breeze would move the Jong grass or the 
ripening wheat. And then would come the 
music of the Church bells, the Baptist, the 
Congregational, the Methodist, each with its 
own recognizable tone. And the bells would 
spread their sound over the fields, and through 
the trees, and into the homes with placid 
dignity, summoning the several sects to wor- 
ship . . . possibly, what this country is going 
to need in the years to come will be more 
locusts whirring, and bleeding hearts growing 
in gardens, and church bells ringing out their 
sermons over wider landscapes. It would be 
good.” 

There is an amen in all our hearts as we 
read this pastoral story of our yesterdays. An 
amen as we wish and pray for less urban con- 


fusion and more rural simplicity, with Divine 
Worship an emphasis in the agendum. 

While we live in a world of shifting em: 
phasis and changing conditions, there are 
eternal fixations. He who stood in that far-afi 
pulpit is the same today, yesterday and for. 
ever. It is perpetual Christmas. Festoons and 
garlands, feasts and lights, have their day and 
hour. They are but outward signs of inward 
joy. The basic message of the Yuletide is 
release from chains that gall and burdens that 
plague. Great men have come and they are 
gone. Stars have shone and they are dimmed: 
They had their ministry and we are not for- 
getful. But the name of Jesus and the star in 
the East are as modern as five minutes ago. 
Indeed the lustre and brilliance gets brighter 
and brighter, as Christianity moves with its 
ethic and hope, in and out of our complex 
lives. 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run, 

His kingdom spreads from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 


POM 
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Faring Another Year 


A. WALLACE COPPER 


HERE are those who face another year 

with trepidation. The past is known, 

but the future is a mystery. Predictions 
of columnists, the glaring headlines of news- 
papers, the fear of war, depression and catas- 
trophe cause millions to look upon tomor- 
tow with despondent negation. Will the 
world, before the year ends, be in conflict or 
peace? Will the cold war with Russia become 
an actuality on the. battlefield, in the’ sky, on 
the sea? Will inflation become uncontrollable, 
or will prices gradually seek a normal level? 
Will production with work abundant con- 
tinue, or will surplus material reduce work 
hours and eventually jobs? On the social and 
political front many persons are not facing 
another year with happy anticipation. 

There are millions who are not primarily 
concerned about the external world. Personal 
problems haunt them. They are frustrated by 
their apparent inability to succeed, to make 
friends and to deal effectively with oppor- 
tunities. They are cognizant of persons of their 
own age who have accomplished more in 
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spite of their own better training. How can 
sorrow be faced, the repercussions of sickness 
overcome? Their vital concern, forced by cir- 
cumstances, is not Europe with its conflicting 
political approaches, or Asia with its revolu- 
tionary upheaval. It is their own lives. What 
will they be able to make of life in another 
year? Will the story at the end of twelve 
months be the same as it is now? Will there 
be the inspirational_achievement so often 
dreamed of, yet so seldom realized? To suck 
persons, facing another year is a problem. __ 
We never can face another year effectively 
by living in the year that has just ended. The 
past can teach us many things. Civilization: 
have fallen because political leaders have no’ 
sufficiently learned the lessons of yesterday 
On the scene of history great empires have 
risen to heretofore unprecedented heights 
only to crumble like a house of cards. Caesat 
became ambitious. Rome conquered the world 
The population of the empire felt that they 
lived in an impregnable fortress. However 
the day came when the uncivilized horde: 
from the north ravaged their cities and over 
: as. 
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threw their proud society. With the example 
of the conquering Alexander and the event- 
ual disintegration of Greece, the leaders of 
Rome went on in their devastating folly. 

The past provides a perspective for the 
present. From the year just ended we can 
learn much that will enable us to be more 
effective during this coming year. Yesterday 
Can inspire, admonish and caution, but it 
mever was intended to be the abiding place 
of man. To live in the past year while abiding 
in the present one would result only in futility 
and frustration. To use the past as God has in- 
tended is to make our lives increasingly effec- 
tive. 

Jesus was fascinated by the glorious spirit- 
ual heights of Israel’s past. Upon His lips 
were the golden words of the prophets, the 
adoring language of the Psalms. However, 
His eyes were focused on the present. He 
said, “Ye have heard it said of old, but I say 
unto you . . . the Kingdom of God is here, 
believe this.” 

Jesus faced a considerable problem with 
Scribes and Pharisees. They loved the past 
and they lived in it. To divert from it was, 
in their minds, an unpatdonable sin. Jesus 
loved the past for what it was, but with clarity 
He said, “No man having put his hand to 
the plough and looking back is fit for the 
Kingdom.” 

So frequently in the New Testament we 
ead, “He went a little farther.’’ We find the 
ae constantly going a little farther from 
he past, a little nearer to Calvary, a bit closer 
to the Kingdom. In our own way we must 
do the same. We must appropriate from the 
ear ended, the comfort, caution and inspira- 
Fon it has to offer, and in the year we are 
facing, go a little farther day by day, in the 
‘effective realization of our lives. 

No man can live effectively without conse- 
crated determination.’ The achievements of 
history have been due to this fact. How, other- 
wise, could Alexander Mackay have cleared a 
wagon road through a hundred-mile forest 
rom the Goast to Yuganda? Cecil Rhodes 
‘was sent to his brother’s ostrich farm outside 
of Capetown with the hope that he might get 
some relief in his fight against tuberculosis. 
ow could such an apparently sick man ac- 
omplish.so much, and thereby write his name 
‘into the history of South Africa? One senses 
the determination in his words, “I would 
-ather be dead than idle.” He did not live in 
the yesterday of health, but in the present and 
for the future. He was determined to make 
the most of his opportunities. = = =») 
Nicholas Roerich, an ingenious Russian art- 
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ist, at the age of fifty, had painted three thou- 
sand prize canvases. Edgar Wallace, the mys- 
tery writer in London, produced one hundred 
fifty novels and fifty plays. Andrew Carnegie 
Was an assistant weaver and worked for one 
dollar a week. Later he became a messenger 
boy in a Pittsburgh office. The story of his 
fame and fortune is one of struggle and 
determination. 

Queen Victoria once said to Paderewski, 
“You are, indeed, a great genius.” He re- 
plied, “Your Majesty, so it may seem, but 
before I was a genius I was a drudge.” 

The president of the United Engineering 
Society estimated that rust on iron and steel 
alone costs the. United States three billion 
dollars a year. Consider the inestimable cost 
of the mental and spiritual rust of people who 
live only in the past. 

In the log books of Columbus, one entry. 
that appears more frequently than any other 
is, “Today we sailed on.” No man having 
put his hand to the plough of another year, 
and forever looking back, can make of it 
what it was intended to be. 

If we are to face another year effectively, 
we must cultivate an awareness of the multiple 
factors that come within a radius of our liv- 
ing. Many of these apparently trifling inci- 
dents are like seeds which, if sown in good 
soil, will bring forth a harvest. So frequently 
the difference between success and failure is in 
the noticing or failing to notice detailed facts. 
Principal Jacks in his Citizenship said, “Some 
people look at things, and others look into 
things.” 

Some individuals stand in the midst of 
humanity and are oblivious of the heartaches, 
the careworn faces and the need of others. 
Jane Addams, with her father, was once trav- 
eling on a bus in London. She saw a cabbage 
fall from a wagon and a hungry man raven- 
ously devour it raw. Through the years she 
never forgot his face and the challenge he 
typified. After twenty years at Hull House 
she declared that the cabbage incident awoke 
in her the awareness of a need, and solidified 
a determination to do something about it. 

Jesus had wonderful eyes that took in a ~ 
whole situation with a swift glance. He saw 
things which those about Him did not notice. 
In an unforgettable way, He pointed out the 


difference between the priest, the Levite, and 


the Good Samaritan. The one noticed and 
ministered, whereas the two, blinded by preju- 
dice, did not see. In spite of the burden upon 
His heart, the will of the Father to carry out, 
the cross to be borne, Jesus said, as a dis- 


tressed woman touched His garment, “Who | 
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touched Me?” He saw the patched garment, 
the widow giving her mite. No kindness was 
so small, no need so minute that He did not 
notice it. 

Some people become petty. They specialize 
in the negations of life. They see whatever 
is wrong, magnify the significance and become 
frustrated. Such persons cannot see the stars 
for the sky. We must see both the sky with 
its grandeur, and the stars with their brilliance. 
To possess sweeping and dynamic principles, 
great and gripping objectives and, at the same 
time, behold the lovely flowers of kindness 
in the fields of life, is to realize God’s inten- 
tion. With such developed ability, a person 
can face the new year effectively and with 
assurance. 

Those who have made the most of life have 
seen most. So many people are not’ able to 
Hehold the wonders about them. Gilbert 
Chesterton, in his book on Robert Browning, 
declared that the distinct characteristic of the 
poet was his ability to appropriate the values 
of the places where he traveled. Dickens 
could see the difficulties of the chimney 
sweeps. Scott understood the problems of the 
borderland. Gandhi was sensitive to the needs 
of the untouchables. _ 

Jesus saw the blind man lost in the crowd, 
and gave him sight. He noticed Zaccheus in 
the tree, and the little children being sent 
away. He saw the difference in the actions 
and reactions of Judas Iscariot on the last 
night. The disciples, who had not noticed, 
were shocked when the Master said, “Judas, 
what thou doest, do quickly.” And on the 
cross, amidst agony, Jesus saw His mother. 

So we have said, when our eyes have been 
opened to some fact that had been present for 
a considerable time. There is a world of 
beauty, kindness and truth waiting to be seen. 
To permit our lives to be touched by Christ’s 
spirit means that we shall be sensitive to a 
glory not heretofore beheld. The new year 
will be filled with discovery, and, conse- 
quently, each day will be both an adventure 
and an inspiration. 

_. Then again, if we are to face the new year 

effectively, we must have an objective. Among 
the many tributes paid to Gladstone during 
the ninety-year span of his life was that of 
John Morley, “He kept himself on the line 
of discovery.” At an age when many persons 
were living in the past, he was gripping the 
problems of his age. Many men and women 
never achieve because they are not striving in 


any particular direction. 


_ The world has been blessed by many per- 
sons who, through the years, have given them- 
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selves to that which is beyond themselves 
Perhaps in their lifetime they were not’ able 
completely to attain their objective, but suf: 
ficient progress was made so that someone else 
could reach the goal. In Vienna a young phy- 
sician believed that insane paralytics could be 
cured by injecting into the patient a fever 
Such a method was decried by many as bar 
baric. Yet the young doctor proceeded tc 
pursue his belief, and injected small doses of 
malarial fever. Three persons were cured 
but there was no praise. When he failed, de. 
nunciation came from many quarters. Fre. 
quently he was tempted to give up, but some: 
thing within him kept driving him on in 
spite of criticism. After thirty years, at the 
conclusion of his life, he was able to cute 
sixty per cent of insane paralytics. 

Years later in Schenectady, New York, a 
man named Whitney discovered that certain 
radio activity produced fever. At first he ex- 
perimented on lower forms of life. Then, 
beginning where the Vienna physician had 
been forced to stop by destiny, Whitney, with 
the equipment of a modern hospital, heated 
the bodies of paralytics with fever to such 
intensity that the germs were burned up. His 
achievement was possible because of the sac- 
rificial labor of a young, devoted physician, 
whose objective could not be destroyed by a 
hostile environment. 

Some may say that we can not all be scien- 
tists, nor are we in positions where great and 
sweeping objectives can be pursued. But when 
Christ touches a life it, at once, gives itself 
to that which is greater than itself. There are 
varied ways by which this can be done. It 
was said of Oliver Goldsmith, “Whatever he 


touched, he adorned.’”” Who cannot give him- 


self to such an objective? Some people irri- 
tate or frustrate whatever they touch. There 
are others who elevate to nobler heights the 
thinking of any group to which they belong. 
Their kindness, brotherliness and love leave 
a deep impression upon people. — ae 
In the course of our days we come into 
contact with thousands of people. Most of 
them we meet but once, and many of their 
names we never know. Kindness, however, is 
always deeply appreciated. For every one who 
casts it off there are a score of persons in 
whose souls it has made a deep indentation. 
Not only does it make the giver satisfied, but 
also it inspires the recipient to do kind deeds. 
That is how kindness makes its way arounc 
the world, | Cees 
If each of us will but face the new year 
awareness, sincerity and determinatio 
will become an inspiration and antic 
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Merry Christmas? 


AVE you ever looked upon the mean- 

ing of the word “merry,” and won- 

dered of its application to the season 
and day of Christmas? 

Webster says it means “laughingly, gay, 
mirthful, amusing, funny, facetious, jocular, 
blithe, spritely, gleeful,” as well as joyous. 
If that is the possible breadth of interpreta- 
tion of the word, small wonder that Christmas 
has come to mean so much other than the 
deep significance given it by the Angelic Choir 
on that first Christmas morn. 

Three months before the day of days, the 
ait-waves were already reminding us of the 
number of shopping days left before Christ- 
mas, as though for the celebrant Christmas 
depends upon the maximum gross tonnage of 
‘merchandise purchased. For the stores which 
foot the radio bill, yes. But for the believer 
-a decided no. 

_ For thousands upon thousands on foreign 
‘shores, Christmas will be far from gay, or 
amusing, or funny, or jocular, or blithe, even 
‘though they were told it would be over by 
“Christmas. Many of them who have been left 
phe power to think, will be wondering about 
this Christmas matter of peace on earth and 
goodwill among men. 

_ Times do change, of. course, but change is 
Bhot of necessity betterment. It is difficult to 
see improvement over former days in this age 
of mounting materialism, wanton warfare, 
liquor regardless of age and sex, moral and 
‘spiritual degeneration. With these in the as- 
cendancy it can only be a reticent peace and 
good will, if any at all, which can break 
hrough the heavy moral overcast to shine 
fitfully on Christmas day. 

Sure, we'll wear a sprig of holly on our 
lapel; we'll tie up millions of tons of pres- 
ents, in thousands of square miles of tissue, 
and wrap them all with red ribbons whose 
combined length will be most easily figured 
in light years; we'll pack the pews with thou- 
ands of others, who, like ourselves, haven't 
sat in a pew since Easter, and we will repeat 
countless times the accepted though vacuous 
reeting, “Merry Christmas,” even though we 
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are not wholly clear on how the word should 
apply to the day. 

We'll be so completely done in by the end 
of the day, we'll retire with a breath of thanks 
that it can’t happen again for another twelve- 
month. We will be so preoccupied with things 
to give, and get, and guzzle, we'll wholly 
forget to bide a moment on that far Judean 
hill, Our ears will be so cluttered with the 
calls of the hawker and the jingle of bells, 
cash-registers and others, they may be deaf- 
ened to the song of the Angelic host, and 
presents given us this year will receive vastly 
more thought than that which was given us 
on the first Noel. 

So, Christmas is upon us again, with all 
its modern, material fury and froth. We can’t 
stop its arrival, but is there not something 
the Christian Church can do to stop its abuse? 
Can’t it be known again, and taught again, 
and loved again, for what it still is rather than 
for the tinsel with which we increasingly drape 
it? 

The gifts of Christmas come not over a 
shop counter. They have nothing at all to do 
with what we wear for the day, of either attire 
or attitude. The gifts of the first Christmas 
were a Saviour, and peace, and good will to 
all men. Were we as eager to accept these best 
gifts of Christmas as we are to accept the 
cheapest, this old terrestrial ball would be 
somewhat other than it is, and we would know 
peace and goodwill among men. 

A Merry Christmas to you? It depends. A 
blessed Christmas? Most assuredly. 
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A Parish Parable 


ND there was a certain man that had a 

son whom he greatly loved. And he 

~ thought within himself saying, None is 
wise enough to instruct my son in the mys- 
teries of the eternal. Neither priest nor Levite 
shall tell him what is good and what is evil, 


lest his mind be corrupted with error, And 
*he said, This shall he do: he shall wait until 


he is a man, and then he shall know of him- 
self what to believe. ee 

But it was not’ as the father thought. For 
the son did grow and wax strong. Keeping 
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his eyes open for seeing, and his ears for 
hearing. And his teachers were neither priests 
nor Levites. Neither did he come to the 
Temple for instruction. But his teachers were 
they that speaketh into the air, and they that 
were seen in the pictures of Babylon, and 
messengers in bright colors that were brought 
into the household on the morning of the 
Sabbath day. And when the father was old 
he understood that the mind of his son had 
not been as an empty vessel that waiteth for 
a day to be filled, but that it was like unto a 
parched field that drinketh of that which 
falleth upon it. —The Prospector. 
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The Tyranny of Schedules 


ROTESTANTS have no pope but woe to 

the local pastor who seeks to shift the 

hour of morning worship from eleven 
o'clock to ten. He would find it practically 
impossible. Such is the regimentation imposed 
by custom. Hence there are too many ser- 
vices at one particular hour and far too few 
at other times. Moreover the eleven o'clock 
hour comes down from horse and buggy days 
and has rapidly decreasing relevance to actual 
conditions. 
-- However encouraging efforts are being made 
to broaden the area of service rendered to 
the general public. In summer a number of 
churches have instituted an eight o'clock ser- 
vice for the benefit of those who desire to 
spend the day elsewhere. More important is 
the growing tendency to have identical services 
at nine-thirty and eleven throughout the year. 
The first comes at the Sunday School hour 
and -facilitates family attendance at church— 
parents in the sanctuary and children in nurs- 
ery and Sunday School. This movement prob- 
ably started when Easter congregations grew 
too large for available sanctuary space. To 
provide a second service was preferable on 
every count to building a larger sanctuary 
-which would be rarely needed. The move- 
ment has had its greatest growth since the 
end of World War Two when millions of 
G.I.’s re-entered civilian life. Most of them 
were married and many of them had small 
children. These young adults furnish the 
most fruitful of all fields for evangelistic and 
church-centered social activity at the present 
time, 


not far from a great Protestant church. With 


‘s admirable and unusual enterprise it provided 
services of divine worship at eleven A.M. and © 
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Some years ago I lived in a midwest city 


also at four and eight P.M. The needs of the 
downtown community in which it was located 
were thus fully met. In many other places an 
early morning service should be added. 

American churches are tax exempt. They 
are expected to reciprocate by furnishing 
ample and frequently available opportunities 
for public worship and for religious educa- 
tion. No church which restricts its offerings 
to a Sunday School at nine-thirty and a church 
service at eleven is fulfilling its obligations to 
the community. 

The fallacy behind the narrowness and in- 
flexibility of most current parish programs lies 
in the belief that a large congregation is essen- 
tial to the public worship of God and that 
empty pews are a sign of divine disfavor. The 
growing popularity of worship services at 
unusual hours is helping to demolish this 
barrier to public service. 

In this day when the five-day week is be- 
coming general, many business and _ profes- 
sional groups make it a practice to hold their 
regional conventions on Saturday and Sunday. 
The Sunday sessions begin at breakfast and 
run right on, thus depriving Protestant mem- 
bers, usually a majority, of their right to at- 
tend church. The Roman Catholics, usually a 
minority, can and do attend mass_ before 
breakfast. That the Protestants fail to make 
effective protest shows how far secularism has 
penetrated their lives and made religion a 
marginal matter. 

Courage and versatility are the virtues 
needed to blast the tyranny of current time 
schedules. The sooner they begin to operate, 
the better—Edward Laird Mills. 

——— - 
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Candles for Christmas 


Let us keep in mind the part candles play 
in producing a worshipful atmosphere. Christ- 
mas means candles to millions, and Christmas 
would not be complete if candles, large and 
small, were not liberally included in every 
plan for holiday ritual and cheer. Crimson 
and white, twin Yuletide colors, may be found 
in candles of every size, shape and molding— 
Giant Star of Christmas -. 
Tree Candles, with frosted effect on tiers of 

branches : f a 
Modernistic Pine Tree Candles 
Giant Cone of Brown Wax, pine-scented 
Candles shaped like Holiday Wreaths, smal 
~Church, Bells and Snowballs, Angels, 

Shepherds __ "A aS Sa 


a 
Re 


—— ; Led % 
How many Church members pray for 
meekness of spirit? =. 


Letting “The Angelus Preach” 


“The most satisfactory results, after years 
of experience in the field of Religious Dra- 
matics, were from the presentation of Millet’s 
‘Angelus’ in tableau form,’’ wrote Rev. Mari- 
nus James. 

This tableau does not require a great deal 
of work or rehearsing, but does require care 
in observing the details of the original pic- 
ture, since some worshippers are familiar with 
the picture, and it is worthy of correct presen- 
tation. 


Mechanics and details to follow in planning 
the tableau: 


_ Have the background of the tableaux or “liv- 
ing picture’’ made with ordinary colored chalk 
on a large white canvas, or muslin, after study- 
ing the background of the picture itself; this 
does not require artistic training, because the 
scene is simplicity itself, a portion of sky, a 
harvest-field, and on the horizon a church spire. 
This may be supported by a specially designed 
frame, or suspended from a heavy wire drawn 
from side to side of the chancel. 

If possible have a small model of a church, 
preferably dark brown, as a foreground pvyop; 
we cut out the windows, leaving the frames, and 
pasted pink tissue paper into the window. space, 
fastened the model of the church to the back- 
ground canvas, so it blended into the scene. A 
small electric light globe may be used to light 
the church model. 

The chancel and worship-room are lighted 


by candles, suitably placed, especially large 
candles at the side of the tableau background. 
The candles will be extinguished after the 
sermon by the pastor, who will base his 
message on the theme of the tableau:— 


1. The Harvest Blessings. 
2. The Angelus, — pause for 
Thanksgiving. 


2 and 
3. Prayer, — emphasis on desire for Guidance in 
4 


Reflection 


the use of God’s Bountiful Gifts. 

. Contentment,—in the knowledge that God 
the Father provides for the needs of those 
who have faith in Him, trust His guidance, 
and abide in His love. 

After the sermon, while the candles are 
seing extinguished, a spotlight may be played 
yn the tableau background (a color wheel is 
lighly effective); the peasant and his wife, in 


December, 1950 
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CHURCH AT WORK 


Int 


carefully planned costumes, take their places 
in front of the canvas. The dim light from 
the model of the church, chimes playing 
softly, until the bell calls everyone to prayer, 
all aid in producing the spiritual atmosphere 
so greatly needed in all our worship ser- 
vices. 

With the closing of the “Angelus” devo- 
tional, the pastor kneels at the side of the 
backdrop and offers a closing prayer; organ 
or chimes, played softly, may accompany the 
lighting of sufficient candles to permit order- 
ly conclusion, and departure of the audience. 

SS 
Greatness and Simplicity 
Of The Christian Faith 


“Letters on the Greatness and Simplicity of 
the Christian Faith’ were written by Dr. 
Henry Churchill King, late President of Ober- 
lin College, to “help Sunday school teachers 
to see for themselves, and to put to their 
pupils as clearly and simply as possible, the 
great truths of the Christian faith.” 

The series was first published in The Pil- 
grim Teacher, Congregational Church, and 
later printed in book form by general distri- 
bution. The last edition we have seen is a 
handy booklet, printed some years ago by 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago. 


SS 


Parties, Games and Stunts 

Leaders of group activities will find the 
Willis N. Bugbee Company, Syracuse 3, New 
York, catalog for 1951 a helpful source for 
plays, games, stunts, posters, makeup materials 
and suggestions. All special days are included 
in the list of available materials. 
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Devotional Classics Series 


“The Practice of the Presence,” by Brother 


Lawrence 
“The Imitation of Christ’ 
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“Table Talk,” by Martin Luther 

“Selections from Augustine” 
arranged and edited by William R. Cannon 
or Douglas V. Steere, and made available by 
The Upper Room Publishing Company, 1908 
Grand Avenue, Nashville 4, Tennessee, at 10c 
each, is welcome news to Expositor readers. 

Uniform cover design printed in color, 
334” x 6”, the 40-page booklets may be 
carried in pockets and handbags for study at 
any opportune time,—busses, trains, waiting- 
rooms, and especially in preparation for wor- 
ship services, of devotional hours. These 
messages may be the answer to the panicky 
fears of thousands of our citizens, searching 
for something to calm their hearts and minds 
in a day when faith, hope and trust in God 
has been overlooked by many. Making these 
booklets available in the parish may be an 
excellent project for a young people's group, 
or young married couples’ group. 


2 2» 
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Let Us Sing 


The Christmas season is suggestive of song 
as is manifest in the message of the angels 
to the shepherds. According to annual cus- 
tom in thousands of places the wonderful 
oratorio, Handel’s “Messiah,” will be sung 
anew this Christmas, and the joyous outring- 
ing of every singer's voice will declare once 
again the Christian faith that God’s kingdom 
shall be supreme over all the earth. 

Confucius said, ‘Desire ye to know whether 
a land is well governed and its people have 
good morals? Hear its music.” Cardinal 
Cajetan said of Martin Luther: ‘By his songs 
he has conquered us.” When John and 
Charles Wesley and George Whitefield began 
their great religious reform which swept 
through Great Britain and the United States, 
they reduced their message to song and people 
sang the gospel at home, at work in city and 
country place, in churches and at play. 
Christianity is a religion of spiritual song. 
Compared with the religion of Jesus, all others 
are morbid, dark, colorless—their priests can- 
not sing; their followers cannot sing. Chris- 
tianity makes men sing, and the names of our 
great composers-— Handel, Mozart, Verdi, 
Palestrina, Gounod—are familiar to all 
Christians, as are their works to the honor and 
glory of God. 

Let us pause and rejoice over the wonder 
that when Israel took its place among the na- 
tions, its first effort was to have a temple and 
choir of 4,000 voices assembled to sing 
praises to God! The Psalms they sang forth 
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have lent their melody and beauty to praise 
and worship for nearly 3,000 years. 

Scripture is the oratorio which man has 
heard heaven sing, and he records what he 
has heard,—sometimes only in snatches, a 
lyric like certain Psalms, again an epic such as 
Job, in a burst of oratorio splendor as in 
Revelation. 

Hearts filled with joyous praise to God in 
song are devoid of evil. Man cannot sing 
forth his faith in the love and goodness of 
God, and hate his neighbor. Let us strive to 
engender the spirit of joyous Christian song 
in work and worship hours, in homes, fields, 
shops, and—yes—government halls, and po- 
litical gatherings. Voices raised in joyous 
praise of God cannot lend help to sinful and 
destructive forces-—Rev. J. C. Caton. 


es 
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Vesper Service 


Chimes and Organ: “Bells of St. Mary’s.” 
Organs ‘Christmas Pastoral” on the Ger- 
man Folk Song,.‘“Weihnacht’’—Harker. 


Solo: “There Were Shepherds” — John 
Prindle Clark. ‘ 
Organ: “March of the Magi’—Harker. 


Processional 


Solo and Chorus: “Eternal Light’—Miles 


Coverdale, 

Hymn: “O Love, How Broad,” Melcombe 
Webb. 

Children’s Choir: ‘Nowell’ —Southwell. 

Narrator: Part One—(The Shepherds’ 
Gifts). 


A beautiful starlit night on the plains of Beth- 
lehem. A little shepherd boy is tending his 
sheep. On the far side of the plain other 
shepherds can be indistinctly seen, surrounded by_ 
their flocks. The shepherd boy is startled at a 
sudden light and an angel visitor, and shepherds 
enter, discussing the wonderful event As an 
old shepherd explains the vision, angel voices 
are heard singing “Gloria in Excelsis.’ The 
shepherds again are surprised and leave on their 
way to Bethlehem “to see this thing that has 
come to pass.” 

Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem’— 
Redner. : 

Narrator: Part Two—(The Kings’ Gifts) 

An old well in the desert at night. Balthasar ~ 


fests with his train and a caravan approaches 


with two kingly strangers at the head. Melchoir 
and Gaspar greet their comrade and all three 
tell of the vision that has brought them. The 
three Magi and their train then pass onward. 


Anthem: “Hatk! Hark! My Soul”—Shelley. 


Narrator: Part Three—(Our Gifts) 


Before the inn at Bethlehem are gathered the 
shepherds and the Magi and the voice of the Virgin 
is heard in a lullaby. They enter the stable anc 
kneel before the manger, chanting their adoratior 
All then unite in the final invitation— at 


The Exposit. 


Come to the manger, 
All that are weaty; 
Come to the manger, 
Ye that seek peace; 
Come to the manger, 
Be ye not fearful, 
From sins and wrongdoing, 
He will release. 
All for the asking— 
Here is Salvation, 
All for the asking— 
None He'll refuse. 
Highways and byways, 
Let them all hear it, 
Highways and byways, 
Loud the cry raise, 
Till the world sings 
The Child-Saviour’s praise. 
Hymn: “Come All Ye Faithful.” 
Offertory: “Little Star’’—Moussorgsky. 
Chorus: “Bethlehem” —J. H. Maunder. 
(The manger scene, lighted softly, and supple- 
mented with candle-lighting will add to the Christ- 
Mas atmosphere. If desired, the figures mentioned 
an the readings may approach the manger during 
the reading, properly costumed, thus ‘making the 
story live.) 


The Word Made Flesh 


- A Devotional Service with Music on the 
Incarnation, published by J. Fischer & Bro., 
~119 West 40th Street, New York 18, with 
Music and text by Joseph W. Clokey and Har- 
land E. Hogue, 56-p, $1.50, includes— 

Foreword of Instructions. 

Prelude, Hymns, Solo and Chorus, Dia- 
logue, Responsory, Postlude, in fourteen 
parts. 

A Christmastide Pageant, ‘The Incarnate 
Word,” for Soprano and Baritone Solo, 
Chorus, Narrator and Organ, by Robert EI- 
more and Robert B. Reed, price $1.00, may 
be ordered from the same publisher. 
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The New Year Ahead 


1951! “Ye have not passed this way be- 
fore.” Joshua 3:4. 


As simply as removing a page from the 
printed calendar, we find ourselves on the 
threshold of a new day, and questions facing 
the professing Christian demand some soul- 
earching thought about the twelve months 


the twelve months before us. 
Look back upon the year 1950. Sum up 
ccomplishments on the credit side of the 


c ember, 1950 


ledger; subtract the failures, evasions, side- 
stepping, half-truths found on the debit side. 
Think about the results, because it is more 
than data, IT IS YOU, IT IS THE SUM OF 
OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS for Him, whose 
coming we have so recently observed and 
paraded before all mankind. Are we willing 
that He should study this accounting with 
US, appraising on His terms what He finds 
there? If we are not willing, right there is 
the point to stop and rebuild our plans, our 
determination, our pledges to DO HIS WILL 
among men. 

We need no new ledger, we need only a 
new and sincere determination to accept as 
our portion for 1951 that which He gives us 
to do; we need to place ourselves, completely, 
under His banner; we need to pray, unceas- 
ingly, constantly, and without letup for the 
grace to understand His leading, and commit 
ourselves into His care. Mark 11:24-26. 


et 
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New Year Re-dedication 


Let us make our worship service on New 
Year's Day one of re-dedication to the service 
of Jesus Christ, and His purpose among men 
on earth. Young people of the parish, some 
home from schools and colleges for Christmas 
and year-end vacations, will have suggestions 
from an inspirational angle on such a tfe- 
dedication to high purpose, and may be will- 
ing and able to plan the service, if they are 
permitted to have a voice in it. This is God's 
world, and He alone knows what lies ahead; 
the role of the Christian believer is to seek 
and follow God’s will for the attainment of 
Divine purpose. 
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Doing Our Duty 

Countless of our citizens, troubled mentally 
and spiritually, over the perplexing questions 
facing mankind: today, may well be reminded 
of the Russian peasant accosted by Tolstoy 
with the question, “What would you do if 
you were told that tomorrow is the day of 
judgment ?” 

“I would plow,” answered the peasant,— 
the best answer in the world, for anyone, 
anywhere, when confronted with foreboding 
and uncertainty, is—‘‘I will do my duty!” 

In Colonial times there were “Dark Days” 
also, as there are today; the sun seemed to 
have forgotten its schedule for daily rising; 
people rushed to their places of worship and 
prayer, supplication and hope, for they be- 
lieved the day of doom was at hand. 
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The Connecticut legislature was in session. 
One trembling legislator moved for an ad- 
journment so that the members might prepare 
for the final hour. ‘I move,” replied a more 
believing and level-headed member, ‘that 
candles be brought in so that we may go on 
with our work. If it is not the Day of 
Judgment, we have no reason to adjourn. If 
it zs the Day of Judgment, let it find us 
doing our duty.” (Rev. 2:10.) 
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Patriotism, and Love of Souls 


“It may be said that the finest illustrations 
of true patriotism on record are to be found 
in the histories of Moses and of Paul. 

“Under the frowning shadow of Mount 
Sinai the Israelites had made them a golden 
calf, and given themselves up to the licentious 
‘play’ of paganism, and their unfaithfulness 
had proyoked the just anger of God. Moses, 
as leader, rose to the sublimest height of his 
marvellous career in the prayer, ‘Oh, this 

ple have sinned a great sin, and have 
made them gods of gold. Yet now, if Thou 
wilt forgive their sin...; and if not, blot me, 
I pray Thee, out-of Thy book which Thou 
hast written. Ex. 32:31-32. There spoke 
the heart of a true leader, and true patriot, 
to whom the sorrows of his people were real 
as his own; who identified himself so abso- 
lutely with them, that if they were to per- 
ish under God’s frown he would rather perish 
too. 

“Yet, noble as was the spirit of Moses, he 
did not quite anticipate the more noble spirit 
of Paul. ‘I could wish,’ said Paul, “that I 
myself were anathema from Christ for my 
brethren’s sake, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh; who are Israelites; whose is the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises...and of whose is Christ as 
concerning the flesh, who is’ over all, God 
blessed forever, Amen.’ (Rom. 9:3-5.) For 
his people, Paul had great sorrow and un- 
ceasing pain in his heart; he was proud of 
their religious zeal, though it was not accord- 
ing to knowledge; he loved them with a 
passionate devotion, and. was even willing to 
bear their curse — that they might be saved. 

“If we love the land God has given us, if 
we love those living about us, working, play- 
ing, worshipping with us, or apart from us; 
if we love the creatures of God’s hand, no 
matter where they may live, we shall desire 
salvation through Jesus Christ for them, and 
we shall grieve for sins and wrongdoing no 
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matter where it emanates; we shall pray fot 
the regeneration of men,—all men, anywhere; 
we shall long most passionately and without 
ceasing for the grace of Almighty God to 
descend upon mankind in love and forgive- 
ness, even if we shall be held accountable for 
the sins which retard and change the march 
of mankind. Christ died for all men; His 
gospel is for all men; all men are our 
brothers. Love overleaps all boundaries of 
race, color, religion.—Exchange. 


SS 


Transformed by a Cross 


A group of boys who had arrived early for 
Sunday School were ‘‘tearing the place down” 
when a church official went to preach in a 
church in Kansas. Returning for a second 
Sunday, he got there before the boys and 
placed a cross and lighted candles on the table 
at the front of the room—and this time the 
tumultuous youngsters of the week before 
came in on tiptoe. 

Both a true story, and a parable, indicating 
that children respond to what they see more 
than what they hear. 

A cross of adequate size, created by skilled 
craftsmen, and given a central position in a 
place devoted to religious purposes will com- 
mand the respect of children, regardless of 
age. A cross, candlesticks, vases, and other 
appointments should be selected with care, of 
high quality materials and workmanship, and 
they should be used with care and dignity, 
and young and old will respond reverently. 
This is not superstition, but the natural im- 
pulse to accept as important any object upon 
which loving care is expended. Once the 
attitude of reverence has been established 
toward the Cross and other altar appoint- 
ments, the years will bring both increased un- 
derstanding and rich emotional associations. 

The most simple and least expensive way 
to transform a room from a non-descript 
place of meeting into a place of rich spiritual 
associations is through the proper use of the 
Cross. A bleak and barren assembly hall, a 
room under the eaves, a place in the ‘church 
basement, or small nook, can be made into a 
place of worship through the use of a beauti- 
fully made Cross, with background of rich 
hanging in a strong color, as the worship 
center, and flanked by candles on each side, 
and flowers if available—John R. Scotford, in 
“The Church Beautiful.” i 
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depth of experience. — a 
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Text: Luke 2:13. 
A Brutal, Hopeless World, But Suddenly— 


OWHERE is the meaning of Christmas 
more intuitively understood than in the 
climatic words with which the Apostle 

Paul concludes the sublime fourth chapter of 
his second letter to the Corinthians: ‘For the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” This 
is exactly opposite to the everyday rank-and- 
file formula by which we compute life’s values. 
If we could turn back the clock of time and 
speak face to face with the people of Pales- 
tine who were both witting and unwitting 
participants of the first Christmas drama, we 
would be startled by the hopelessness and 
despair with which they lived out “the things 
which are seen” formula from day to day. 
Their’s was a miserable totalitarian world and 
they were a race of despised and disheartened 
puppets. Though they were heirs of prophetic 
dreams and messianic hopes, the burden of 
which would and could have transformed 
their straitened existence if they had but al- 
owed it, they for the most part accepted their 
fate as belonging to the scheme of things and 
wed forlornly to the brutal tyranny of kings. 
Thus, when Caesar Augustus sent forth his 
decree that all the world should be taxed, the 
Jews as well as the Medes, the Greeks, the 
Parthians and all the others went “every one 
nto his own city.” After all, why not? What 
Jew wanted to pay taxes to Caesar, but then, 
what else could one do? So, according to 
St. Luke’s story, “all went to be taxed,” with 
what glum despondent resignation I don’t 
need to describe, for have we not all likewise 
gone “to be taxed, every woebegone one of 
, unto his own tax-gatherer?” 
“If the ancient times presented a ruthless 
front to those who had to journey any con- 
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siderable distance to be taxed in Bethlehem, 
it was no different concerning the shepherds 
who were right at hand to be taxed. They had 
never ventured away from the place where 
they had been born, and were even at that 
time shackled to the wearisome and menial 
drudgery of watching their flocks in the fields 
by night. Far be it from me to infer that the 
shepherds were a small aggregation from a 
disgruntled labor union, pining away in bitter 
chagrin because they were not getting paid 
time and a half time for overtime and prom- 
ised, to boot, a lush pension with health bene- 
fits at age sixty-five. No, they were not that 
kind of men. Someone has well said “were it 
not for the misfortunes of our neighbors, life 
would be positively unbearable,” and yet 
though life was woefully handicapped and 
extremely unbearable in character, somehow I 
can’t classify them with the malcontents on 
one hand or the anarchists on the other. None- 
theless their’s was a hard, calculating world 
in which fleece was a negotiable commodity 
of considerable value, and spring lamb a 
richly paid-for delicacy, and if they failed, 
the end was either slavery or starvation. 
Though they may have dreamed dreams and 
have felt the awesome majesty of the Unseen 
God in the infinity of a Palestinian night, — 
they also yielded themselves to the day-by- 
day grind, the hand-to-mouth existence, the 
do-or-die code so universally ingrained in the 
thinking of their generation. “Why not?” 
they doubtless reasoned, ‘“‘what else remains?” 

And then suddenly into the blackness of 
their dark world came the blazing light of | 
an unheralded star; into the gloom of their 


beleaguered souls descended the seraphic shout — 


of an angel, unseen visitant from the unseen 
world: “Fear not, for, behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 


the Lord . . . And suddenly there was with _ 
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the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 


Glory to God 


Professor Charles Townsend Copeland of 
Harvard was once asked why he lived on the 
top floor of Hollis Hall in his small, dusty old 
rooms. He answered, “I shall always live 
here. It is the only place in Cambridge where 
God alone is above me.” Then, after a pause, 
he added, ‘“He’s busy, but He’s quiet.” 

It ought not to be difficult for us to make 
the same discovery for ourselves. It is, in 
truth, the first great lesson of the Christmas- 
tide, that no matter where we dwell God alone 
is above us, that He is at work and though 
at times imperceptible, He faints not, neither 
grows weary. We are tempted often to think 
that because He is intangible, inaudible, and 
invisible, He does not exist. Not so, for the 
message of the Christmas angels is that the 
things that are seen are temporal, here today 
and gone tomorrow; but the things that are 
not seen ate eternal. What things? Well, 
first of all, the high things of the soul within, 
by which life takes on meaning and purpose 
and achieves blessing and peace. Such things 
ate whole-heartedness and integrity, unsel- 
fishness and a forgiving spirit, unsordid ser- 
vice and longsuffering love. 

These unseen realities are the ways of God 
in the heart of man, His holy will, the 
strength of His truth, the cleasning fire of 
His righteousness, the soul-redeeming power 
of His love. 

Not these things only, but also and su- 
premely God Himself, who though high and 
lifted up is yet 


closer to us than breathing, 
nearer than hands and feet, 


and intimately related to God and His divine 
purposes, all His holy angels also. 

The time in which we live is fraught with 
many more complexities than the ancients 
knew. In our vain, scientific age we have rid 
our world of a lot of silly superstitions about 
_ the unseen things about which I have been 
speaking. We have probed the conscious and 
subconscious mind; we have searched out the 
deep things of our universe; we had all but 
prepared the dismissal papers for the Al- 
mighty and His heavenly host. And then our 
scientists suddenly stumbled upon the secret 
of the A-bomb and we straightway began 
_ frantically to search for the powers, seen or 
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unseen, with which to control it. Or again we 
have looked on with bewitched fascination as 
our engineers constructed to our universal de- 
light, that great modern Babylon, New York 
City, a city sufficient unto itself, until in 
recent months, when a strange and unaccount- 
able thing happened — the rain ceased fall- 
ing in adequate quantity and the ensuing 
drought compelled that proud city to reckon 
with the powers that are unseen and eternal— 
to fall on its knees and pray to the Unseen 
Father to send rain on the just and the unjust. 

Our trouble has not been that we have put 
our faith in the Unseen God and His heaven- 
ly host about whose existence we are not sure. 
Our trouble has been that we have thought 
ourselves equal with God, and therefore could 
dispense with His services, much as the little 
boy who after making some large requests of 
Santa Claus added in a postscript: “If you 
can’t handle this deal, let me know and Ill 
get in touch with Henry Kaiser.” 

Do we not see that all the Henry Kaisers, 
and all the Augustus Caesars cannot do what 
God alone is striving to do and will do in His 
own good time? This is why the Apostle 
Paul, writing in the afterglow of that unfor- 
gettable night when Christ was born, can say: 
‘For God who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ... We 
are troubled on every side yet not distressed; 
we are perplexed, but not in despair; perse- 
cuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed... For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while 
we look not at the things which are seen. 
but at the things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” ‘ 


On Earth Peace 


The first fundamental message of Christmas 
then, is that God is nigh to us in whatsoever 
state of need we are, and that we should un- 
ceasingly praise Him from whom all blessings 
flow. The second truth to be learned is re- 
lated to the first, that as God works so we 
must work. The heavenly host sang: “Glory 
to God,” and that was to emphasize the first 
aspect of Christmas; and then they sang, “On 
earth peace, good will toward men.’ If this 
means anything, it means that we individually 
have a great deal to do with the fulfillment 
of God's purpose in Christ’s nativity, Un- 
doubtedly the presence of so much strife 
greed and wickedness in our world indicat 
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that we have sought our own counsels and 
have pursued our own selfish, stubborn, fruit- 
less ways. But if we will seek in newness 
of life to please God, how tremendously 
prophetic this Christmastide can become for 
the days ahead! 

How shall we please God? you ask. For 
one thing, God is pleased when our hands 
find something noble and selfless to do and 
we do it with all our might. Something like 
Louis Braille who, blinded as a child, devoted 
his life to the cause of the blind, and at last 
in the face of insuperable odds, bringing into 
universal acceptance the Braille system of 
writing and reading for the blind. 

Then, too, God is pleased when our hearts 
overflow with His goodness and mercy and 
we permit ourselves to follow the divine lead- 
ings of our hearts to the very doors of heaven 
itself. It was something like this about 
which Dorothy Canfield Fisher wrote when 
“she told the story of a second or third cousin 
of her mother’s, an unbearably cranky old 
‘fellow with a queer streak, who, after the 
death of his first wife married a woman much 
younger than himself. Hers became a cheer- 
less existence on an old-fashioned farm, and 
besides the endless round of wearisome chores 
there was added the disagreeable angle that 
every so often her husband would skip out 
and leave the whole business of horses, cows, 
pigs, and chickens to her alone. The woman 
endured this situation so long, and then one 

day she also skipped out. She washed her 
hands of the whole mess and went back to 
“the city and found work. 


three weeks in the course of some of these 
spells, but when the wagon drove back into 
the home barnyard the husband, his sickness 
spent, would be holding the reins, himself 
shaven, clean, and his eyes aglow. Thus, the 
years sped by and thus that true-hearted farm 
woman allowed the goodness and mercy of 
the Lord to follow her all the days of her 
life. It is not necessary to add that, in this 
wise, she found favor with both God and her 
fellow men. 

To please God is to toil in ever so many 
ways, the fruitage of which is to have peace, 
the peace of God which passes all under- 
standing. “Wherefore,” to lift up the tre- 
mendous words of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
“seeing we also are compassed about with a 
heavenly host, let us lay aside every weight, 
the intolerable weight of the things that are 
seen, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us at this Christmastide, the sin of yielding 
to the tyranny of things, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” 


hae Bids Dhihrs 


What was the air of the angels’ song 
That echoed o’er the Bethlehem plain?— 


Of cadence and swell, no one can tell, 


_ And then, one day, the news reached her 
Only the words remain. 


that her husband was suffering from a mild 
form of insanity, the urge of which when it 
was on him was: “something was after him 
that couldn’t catch him if he kept a-going,” 
_— hence the periodic absences from home. A 
deep feeling of pity possessed her, and she 
came back to the farm, to the perennial 
drudgery of its various tasks and to the re- 
sumption of a role the scope of which was 
inscribed in the familiar lines, “for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health.” In the years that followed, this 
good woman kept that farmhouse in order, 
‘and when the urge was upon her husband to 
“get a-going’ she hitched up the old spring- 
wagon, provisioned with corn-husk mattress | 
and food and blankets, and off they would 
drive together, her a-driving and a-singing 
old-time songs, until the spell was spent and 
the sickness departed, and then they would 
drive back home. They would be away for 


What of that night? Was the moon adrift, 
Was the galaxy veiled or fair?— Be" 

Only one thing we know of that sky long ago, 
The gleam of a Star was there! 


And the manger bed:—was it warm and clean 
Or squalid-—men only have guessed— 

But this has been kept:—a blessed Babe slept 
On the warmth of a mother’s breast! 


The grandeur of Truth! The grace of tra- 
dition! 
How fair is the day they adorn, 
But this the Reality, the splendid Totality,_ 
On Christmas a Saviour was born! 


—Alfred Grant Walton. 
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Deut, 33:25. 


ERE is an old Bible. I used to see it 

in my father’s hands at family worship. 

On the frontispiece are written these 
words: “Lay any burden on me, only sus- 
tain me.” Burdens will be laid upon us, 
—there is no doubt about that. But neither 
is there any doubt about God’s promise to 
sustain us. 

“As thy day so shall thy strength be.” 
Not before thy days, not beyond thy days, 
but as thy days, so shall thy strength be. 
On this, the first Sabbath of the New Year, 
in colors that will not fade, I would like to 
write these words for you and for myself 
over the archway of the year which we now 
enter, 

A new year makes us think of the future. 
We wonder what is in store for us. Will 
there be the thrill of some new and blessed 
experience? Will our life be enriched with 
a new friendship, or will it be saddened and 
impoverished by the passing of an old friend? 
Will the trial or sorrow which we have seen 
for some time dimly sketched on the future’s 
horizon come near to us? Will there be sick- 
ness—perhaps the end of this life itself—for 
nothing is more certain than that. Shall we 
encounter temptations which hitherto we have 
never known. 

All these questions we ask, but’ no answer 
is given us. Oh curtain that veils the future, 
remove thy covering screen! But no answer 
comes; and, indeed, this is best for us. It is 
well that the future is hid from us, for if it 
were not, we might see joys and successes 
_ which would unsettle our minds, or we might 
behold trials and sorrows which would strike 
us into depressions and take the zest out of 
living. The door to the future is locked 
against us. Only God can open it. 
the future holds in store for you, what your 
days are to be, you cannot know. But there 
is one thing about the future that you can 
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As Tye 
So Shall Thy Stiength Be 
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know. It is sure, steadfast, certain, not to be 
shaken, and that is, that as thy days, so shall 
thy strength be. 

This is a promise of God’s Word which 
is far better than the proverbs and axioms 
of the world. What the world tells us is 
something like this: “It’s a long lane that 
has no turning”; “This, too, shall pass away’; 
“The things we worry about do not happen, 
and the things that we did not worry about 
happened. Therefore, do not worry.” But 
far better than this wisdom of the world is 
the wisdom of God. When he blessed the 
twelve tribes of Israel, just before God buried 
him on Nebo’s lonely mountain, Moses pro- 
nounced this blessing upon the tribe of Asher, 
a tribe about which we know very little, 
but immortal because of these words, “As thy 
days so shall thy strength be.” 

We are promised strength for our day 
when it comes, and for what it brings, but 
not strength for our day before it comes, 
and not strength for a day that never comes. 

Spurgeon tells of his grandfather, who was 
a man mighty in prayer, but who used to say 
that he would not pray for dying grace, be- 
cause he would not need that until the day 
of his death came. A great deal of common- 
sense in that old man’s comment. 2 

Too many of us ask God for strength for 
day that has not yet come, and may never 


come. People manufacture many of their own 


troubles, and like all homemade articles, home- 
made troubles last a long time. Our baseless 
fears are a reproach to our faith. One of the 
frequent and familiar sayings of Lincoln dur- 
ing his stormy career as President was his 
parable of the Fox River. Riding the circuit 
in Illinois once, when there had been heavy 
rains, and the rivers were flooded, some of 
the lawyers who wete with him were in gre 
anxiety about how they could ford the 
River. They appealed to Lincoln as one ° 
had often’ ridden through that part of 
country. His answer was, “I have of 
forded the Fox River, at all times of the ye 


and in all kinds of weather, but I never ford 
the Fox River until I come to it.” 

Do not try to ford your rivers before you 
reach them, but have faith that when you 
reach them God will help you over. That is 
the great promise of Isaiah. When, not be- 
fore, but when thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow.’”” When manna fell 
from heaven in the wilderness for the sus- 
tenance of the children of Israel, the people 
gathered just enough for each day. If they 
tried to lay it by in store, it bred worms and 
corrupted. Christ taught us to ask and pray 
for our daily bread, bread for each day as it 
comes, and there are good reasons for think- 
ing that that petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
is for spiritual bread and strength. That is 
the way to pray it, although there is no rea- 
son why it should not embrace also our tem- 
poral needs.—‘“Give us this day our daily 
bread.” “As my day, so let my strength be.” 


‘The kind of days that come, and the strength 
: that is promised 

The promise of God for the Days of Sor- 

row and Loneliness is not only that we shall 

have strength and grace to meet them and en- 


‘dure them, but even that we shall derive’ 


“strength and blessing from them. I think of 
a friend who passed through a sorrow which 
some would say was of a nature to stagger a 
‘man’s faith, or even turn him into bitterness 
‘and unbelief. But when this sorrow came 
‘into this man’s life, he not only had strength 
“to bear it, but derived the greatest spiritual 
‘blessing of his life from it. Up to that time 
he had a far off acquaintance with God, but 
‘after that he walked in close companionship 
with Him. 
_ Days of sickness and physical weakness. 
‘Even when we are strongest and gladdest, the 
angel of God may have this finger lifted to 
touch our strength and lay it in the dust. To 
Peter in his impetuous youth and strength 
Jesus said, “Another shall gird thee and carty 
thee whither thou wouldest not.” Changes in 
“life are sure to come, but sure, too, is the 
promise of God. ; ; 
"In a minister’s life first experiences, if for 
no other reason than that they were the first, 
abide vividly with him. First baptisms, first 
atriages, first funerals, first hospital calls, 
first converts. I recall now the first visit I 
made as a pastor to a hospital, and what the 
woman who had passed through a painful 
ordeal said to me: “I could never have stood 
it unless Christ had been here by my side. 
Days of temptation will come. If we can 
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learn anything from yesterday, we know that 
tomorrow will have days of temptation, temp- 
tation that may be altogether new and strange 
to us, and therefore all the more dangerous. 
There are some things that we think we shall 
have to meet, and about which we may be 
anxious, but which will never come. But 
here is a day upon which you can count— 
the day of temptation. But for this da 
too, God has promised to gi ‘ 
we give us strength 
sufficient. He does not remove us from 
the field of temptation, for as there is no 
wine unless the grapes be crushed, so with- 
out temptation there can be no strength and 
beauty of character. Even our Lord in bring- 
ing many sons into the Kingdom passed 
through a probation and testing of tempta- 
tion, when for our sake, and alone with the 
wild beasts, He met Satan in the wilderness. 

We call it a wilderness; but the arena of 
your temptation may be a wilderness that is a 
crowded street in the city, or a busy office, or 
a home full of lights and social activity, or a 
quiet study. Yet always it is a wilderness. 
We are alone with the tempter. For that bat- 
tle God has promised to give us a weapon 
with which we can conquer. He has told us 
that there is no temptation which can attack 
us, save such as is common to man. He never 
gives a man, who has only a man’s strength, 
a temptation which only angels can meet. 
“God Who is faithful will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able, but will with 
the temptation provide a way of escape that 
we may be able to bear it.” - 

One of the passages in the Bible which 
has always stirred me is that story in Daniel, 
how, when the King of Babylon looked into 
the fiery furnace into which had been cast the 
three Hebrew lads who would not deny their | 
God, he was astonished to see the ‘‘form of 
a fourth” in the furnace. ‘Did not we cast 
three men into the fire? Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and 
they have no hurt, and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God!” 

Yes; you can always count on the “Form 
of the Fourth’, the presence, the sympathy, 
the sustaining grace of God in our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Let us, therefore, leave tomorrow’s trouble 
to tomorrow's strength. Let us leave tomor-_ 
row’s work to tomorrow's time. Let us leave 
tomorrow's trial to tomorrow’s grace, and to- 
morrow to God. Over the portals of this new 
year, shining with a-new light that only our 
unbelief can dim, I see the words of this 
great promise, And as thy days so shall thy 
strength be. Fe 
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Galatians 4:4-5. 


Text: 


N HIS letter to the Galatians, the Apostle 

Paul reminds us that Christ’s human ad- 

venture was strategically planned. Jesus 
came not at some isolated point in time, but 
at the very focus of history and to the very 
place where the world’s transforming truths 
coincided. His Cross only marked the spot 
so that successive generations might never for- 
get His central uniqueness. 


I 


Highly significant is the fact that Christ 
came at the point where the continents meet. 
He conducted His ministry in that part of the 
world which conjoins Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. Thus, Greeks bearing gifts could 
visit Him at His birth, while later His 
messengers could fan out into all the known 
world, thereby lending more than symbolic 
meaning to the great commandment with 
which Matthew subsequently closed _ his 
gospel, and turning the roads which Alexan- 
der and the Caesars had carved through 
wilderness and wasteland into highways for 
the heralds of heaven. Likewise the exotic 
cultures and strange philosophies which these 
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imperial conquerors had intermingled in their 
grasp for power, had only stirred up an un- 
quenchable longing in men’s souls for 
higher truth which, like Voltaire, they knew 
instinctively must be. When Jesus preached 
that higher truth “the common people heard 
him gladly.” 

Advancing culture had encroached upon re- 
ligion, and Alexander and the Caesars had un- 
wittingly undermined the foundations of the 
various contemporary faiths. Cicero tells us 
that serious-minded men no longer believed 
in the gods. Systems of thought such as 
Stoicism, Epicureanism, and Platoism — for 
all their intellectual appeal and their glimmer- 
ings of truth, lacked the vital core essential to 
the redemption of the age. Magicians prac- 
ticed cultic arts to the terror of all who 
watched them. Demons infested every phase 
of normal experience. Death constantly haunt- 
ed frightened individuals seeking to fly from 
it and forever aware that they could not 
escape. On every hand Despair was King, 
and he ruled because he had established his 
throne at the center of the world. 

Then Jesus came into that cosmic court and 
by the sheer. power of sacrificial love, de- 
throned the tyrant. 
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telling a restoration. Socrates in Greece, Con- 
fucius in China, Zoroaster in Persia tried and 
failed, not only because they lacked the more 
incisive insight, but also because they were on 
the periphery. Christ was geographically cen- 
tral. He occupied the hub of the world and 
so controlled its ultimate philosophy. 


II 


Geographical centrality, however, is not the 
total explanation of the matchless ministry of 
Jesus. Important though that is, in itself 
it is not enough. Pursuant to the divine 
plan, therefore, Christ came at the point where 
the classes meet. 

Born of the line of David, He could lay 
Claim to a priestly heritage. The hierarchy of 
His day was the aristocracy of His world. 
Caiaphas associated easily and influentially 
with Pontius Pilate. Jesus could have joined 
that materialistically illustrious company mere- 
ly by seizing His birthright? That He won 
friends among them is attested by the deferred 
discipleship of Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea. 

But He was also a laboring man. As a 
carpenter- He was ‘‘a poor man toiling with 
the poor.” Half-orphaned at an early age, 
He knew the burden of supporting a large 
family with meager means. Consequently He 
understood the heartaches involved in earning 
a living among an indifferent people, for He 


had witnessed from the ranks the frequency: 


of ‘man’s inhumanity to man.” When He 
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spoke, therefore, it was with the authority of 
one who had run all the risks common to the 
underprivileged of His day. 

Few men in history have been qualified to 
touch the lives of all classes of men. Bound 
by their group loyalties, they normally favor 
one class and condemn another. Pre-revolu- 
tionary France and post-revolutionary Russia 
are classic examples of such extreme incom- 
patibles. Only a man who has legitimate 
claim to all classes can transcend their re- 
spective prejudices and establish their ulti- 
mate salvation. Christ was a carpenter-king 
whose heart beat as one with all the creatures 
of the earth. 


Ill 


Still we do not have the final explanation 
of His magnificently redemptive work. Geo- 
graphical and social centrality go far toward 
laying the foundations of spiritual revolution, 
but they are more preparatory than productive 
of it. By eliminating certain barriers, how- 
ever, they make possible the elimination of 
others still more difficult, Because this was so, 
Christ came at the point where the ages meet. 

Jesus was neither a young man nor an old 
man. He was in between. He was young 
enough to inspire youth and yet mature enough 
to persuade age with His revelation of God. 
It is no coincidence that the youthful John 
Mark and the venerable Peter were numbered 
among His disciples. The rich young ruler 
sought Him out for counsel with the same 
confidence as did Nicodemus, “a master in 
Israel.” Children clung to His skirts as 
eagerly as their parents clung to His words. 
Here was something new in sages. Here was 
no infirm old man philosophizing in the twi- 
light years. Here was no immature stripling 
concocting the imaginary visions of wishful 
youth. Here was a Messiah who combined 
the enthusiasm of the one with the seasoned 
experience of the other. Here was a Re- 
deemer who could use apparently foreign sym- 
pathies to transform life. No other philoso- 
pher-king shares Christ’s agelessness. 2 


IV 


One by one geography, society, and chron- 
ology had become His invincible allies. But 
the Christ. who could claim all countries, all 
classes, and all ages must prove His claim 
through a signal distinction which would for- 
ever set Him apart from all other men at. 
the same time that it forever bound Him to 
them. So, through the strategy of a wise 
Providence, Christ came at the point whet 
the colors meet. oie 


cohere.” 


Confucius must always associate with the 
Orient. Socrates must always constitute a part 
of Occidental tradition. But Jesus must incor- 
porate both. And He must do it because He 
was neither black, nor white, nor yellow, but 
a blend of all three. Because He had the 
olive pigmentation of the Hebrew he was 
readily accessible to men of all races. A 
Negro carried His Cross when He fell be- 
neath its weight. An Italian centurion 
acknowledged His Lordship when He died 
with a prayer upon His lips. Members of all 
races, gathered in Jerusalem for the high holi- 
day, stood witnesses to His last full measure 
of devotion. 

Even the most casual student of religious 
art knows that the Chinese portray the Master 
with almond eyes; the Negroes, with ebony 
features and wavy hair; the Anglo-Saxon, with 
long, golden curls. Each race thus sees Him 
as a part of itself. It does so only because it 
finds no distinctive racial characteristics to 
bar it. We can think of some individuals as 
great Greeks, or great Romans, or great 
Chinese, or great Americans. But no one can 
think of Christ as other than the Redeemer 
of the World. For “in Him all things 
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Heroes Through Faith 

Text: Mark 9:23—"Jesus said unto him, If 
thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” 


There is an old folk tale about a very ordi- 
nary young man, back in the glamorous days 
of knighthood, who was afraid to test his skill 


at arms on the field of battle. One day, how- 
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ever, some of his fellows, thinking to- play a 
joke on him, presented him with a sword 
which they said possessed a magical power and 
so long as he used this particular sword he 
never would be defeated. To their surprise 
and amazement, he immediately put the sword 


to work and won victory after victory. With 


: 


each tournament in which he participated, his 


fame increased and finally he was hailed as 
the greatest ‘swordsman of the realm. Then, 


thinking that now it would do no harm, one 
of the men disclosed to him the jest and told 
him the weapon, far from possessing any 
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magical power, was merely an ordinary sword. 
No longer sustained by a belief in the super- 
natural powers of his weapon, the young man 
became panicstricken, fear filled his heart, and 
terror took possession of his mind. No longer 
believing, he could no longer act. 

“Nurture your minds with great thoughts,” 
said Disraeli,” for to believe in the heroic 
makes heroes.” “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible, .. .” 
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The Bible Its Own Witness 

Text: Isaiah 40:83—"The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth; but the word of our God 
shall stand forever.” 


We have in the Bible the most remarkable 
Book in the world. It is so outstanding, in 
fact, that it is very properly called ‘The 
Book.” And although, as in the days of Solo- 
mon, “of the making of books there is no 
end,” yet the Bible is in a class altogether by 
itself and men know what Book we mean 
when we speak of “the Book,” just as they 
know what sun we mean when we say “the 
sun,’ even though there are millions of suns 
in the universe. In fact, the Bible has been 
likened to the sun. 

An untutored woman sat reading her Bible 
when a learned skeptic came along and in- 
quired, “What is that you are reading?” The 
woman answered, “It is the word of God.” 
“Who told you it is the Word of God?” 


asked the skeptic. ‘God told me,” answered , 


the poor woman. “And how did God tell you 
that?” asked the learned one. The woman 
was quiet for a moment, and then, looking 
up toward the brilliant sun, she inquired, 
“What is that?” “It is the sun,” the skeptic 
replied. But the woman asked, “Who told you 
it is the sun?” The skeptic answered, “No 
one need tell me it is the sun. It tells me 
‘itself. I know it is the sun for it gives me 
life and light, and heat, and happiness.”” And 
the woman answered, “And that is how God 
told me this is His Word. It also gives me 
light and heat and happiness. It is its own 
witness.” 


A Aas 
—— 


‘Loose in the World 
Text: I Cor. 15:4b—"He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures,” - 


In John Masefield’s drama, “The Trial of 
Jesus,” there is a striking passage in which 
Longinus, the Roman centurion in command 
of the soldiers at the cross, comes back to 


_ Pilate to hand in his report on the day’s work. 
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The report is given; and then Procula, Pilate’s | 
wife, beckons to the centurion and begs him | 
to tell her how the Prisoner died. And when 
the story has been told she suddenly asks 
him, “Do you think He is dead?” “No, 
lady,” answers Longinus, “I don’t.” “Then 
where is He?” “Let loose in the world, lady, 
where neither Roman nor Jew can stop His 
truth.” 

Those who have accepted Christ as the 
Saviour of men know that the Crucifixion 
was not the end. In the great, simple words 
of the Creed — “The third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.” 


Sze 
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Rest for the Soul 


Text: Matthew 11:28—"Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you rest.” 


Dr. Paul Rees tells this interesting story: 
One day, years ago, a very wealthy man came 
to the rectory in a little town in the south of 
England and asked to see the minister. He 
announced that he had come to make arrange- 
ments about his burial-place. Accordingly the 
two walked into the churchyard to pick out a 
lot. After considering several possible loca- 
tions the gentleman made his decision. Their 
matter of business settled, the two men paused 
for a moment and chatted together, and the 
devout old minister said: “Well, now; you 
have chosen a resting place for your body, © 
have you yet found a resting place for your © 
SOUL?” There was no answer for a moment 
and then, looking the clergyman full in the 
face, the gentleman exclaimed: ‘“You are the 
first man who ever asked me that question!’ 

The outcome was splendid. The question, 
so strikingly put, wakened him—this man 
who, while he was rich toward the world, 
was poor toward God. He sought and blessedly 
found the soul’s one and only resting place, 
even Him who said, “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and I will give | 
you rest.” 4 


Keep My Words jo 
Text: John 14:15—"If ye love me, keep my 

commandments.” ¥ 

Stefan Zweig, in his wonderful story called 
“The Invisible Collection,’ describes an art 
critic and buyer who visits one of his former 
customers in his poor little home, searching 
for available etchings for purchase. The man, 
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The ideal Christmas remembrance for your 
friends, your loved ones, and your neighbors 
is a subscription to The Upper Room. Its six 
issues, with beautiful covers and a reading for 
each day of the year, are a continuing reminder of 
your interest and thoughtfulness. The cost is low, 
only 50 cents per year (less than a cent a week), 
and it is a beautiful gift that gives emphasis to 
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Christmas Greetings &428% 


: 
: 
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For Pastor’s Use .....-. 


New cards, folders, calendars, letterheads. 
Attractive, religious in text, reasonably priced. 


— Individualized Greetings — 
Use our attractive designs and add your own 
message, Will print picture of yourself, family, 
parsonage, or church on our folders and '51 
calendars. 

None better—''‘Priced for the pastor’’. 

Write today for samples 
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with joy, promises to exhibit his treasures 
but refuses to part with them. Then the deales 
discovers that the man is blind, that his daugh: 
ters have been compelled to sell all his etch: 
ings, but thereupon they have replaced the 
vanished works of art with blank pages. 

As the old man turns these empty sheets. 
he names each print, discourses on its peculiat 
beauty, waits for agreement as to its special 
quality, recalls the experiences which led to 
its possession. The dealer departed, after hours 
of rich experience, marveling at the “pure, 
unalloyed delight and joy of the simple old 
man in this joyless and gloomy age.” Nothing 
could detract from this memorable collection, 
still unspoiled and inntact in all its glory in 
this blind man’s soul, though the prints were 
gone. 

Away from the Book and away from the 
Church we go each Sabbath to our work. But 
in our hearts and minds, and so in our lives, 
we can “keep His words!” 

Pe 


ee 


Purity of Heart 


Text: Matthew 5:8—Blessed are the pure im 
heart: for they shall see God.” 


Two men were walking down a city street, 
when one of them, a biologist, stopped sud- 
denly, grasped his companion’s arm, and list- 
ened. “Do you hear that?’’ the scientist asked. 
“I hear nothing unusual. What is it?’ asked 
the friend. ‘That cricket! Don’t you hear that 
cricket chirping above all that noise?’ the 
biologist insisted. Both men listened, strain- 
ing to hear. A smille crossed the business 
man’s face, at last. “Oh, yes, I hear it now, 
very faintly. That is a cricket. But how did 
you hear it over all this wave of noise?” 

“We hear what we listen for,” the scholar 
replied. ‘““Watch, now!” He dropped a penny 
from his hand to the sidewalk. Its fall made 
a noise no louder than the cricket's chirp 
But at once a dozen people, hurrying along 
stopped and shuffled their feet, and began te 
look for the coin which they had heard fall te 
the ground. . 

We hear what we listen for! We see what 
we look for! And the men who see God mos 
clearly are the men who deserve to see Him 
through their striving for purity of heart. 


eee 


~“If called ulike Abram'ei child. to. cia 
The hill of sacrifice, oe 


Some angel may-be there in time, — 2 
Deliverance shall arise.” ; x 
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EXPOSITOR SUBSCRIBERS ARE BOOK MEN 


From EXPOSITOR Book Reviews they select books } 
for their personal libraries, their Church libraries, 
their Sunday School libraries, their parish Educa- i 
tional Department, their Study Groups and 
Special Classes. Hence these BOOK REVIEWS \ 
render a vital service, monthly, to Ministers, i 
Parishioners and Publishers, highly esteemed for 
over half a century by all three. 
e) 
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MONK IN ARMOUR. By Gladys H. Barr. 
Cokesbury. $3. 

Interest in Martin Luther is understandably on 
the increase, but a novel based on the life of Luther 
is something new. This is it, and it is well done. 
(Mrs. Barr, the author, is a lawyer, wife of a Pres- 
byterian pastor in Nashville). She brings to this 
story a sympathetic and understanding heart. The 
Story begins in 1495 and ends with Luther's mar- 
Tiage. It is well told, interest is sustained, and the 
influence of yarious characters is delineated by the 
story. 

Luther’s concern was primarily religious. Here Mrs. 
Barr illustrates a penetrating insight into Luther’s 
soul. His hopes, courage and convictions build up 
naturally and at times dramatically. Sensationalism 
is avoided. What is brought in is for the purpose of 
enhancing the Luther story. The theme appears to 
be Luther’s dream of a loved-filled home as the basis 
of the Christian life and the way to build the King- 
dom of God. 

In achieving the portrayal of this theme Mrs. Barr 
has produced a remarkable Luther story which should 
be widely read.—W. R. Siegert. 


Abingdon- 


THE CHRISTIANITY OF MAIN STREET. By Theo- 
dore O. Wedel, Canon of Washington Cathedral. Mac- 
millan. 112 pp. $2.00. 

_ Those of us who read Canon Wedel’s “The Coming 
Great Church,” approached this latest volume from 
his pen with anticipation of vigorous writing, and 
were not disappointed. 

In four chapters the author sets forth his reaction 
to “The revolt against theology,” characterizes the 
modern trend as “Christianity Without God,’’ reviews 
what he calls “The two biographies of Jesus; viz.: 
the biography of the four gospels, and the theology 
story of Christianity, and, finally, shows what he 
conceives to be the place of the historic creeds in the 
preservation of faith and theology. 

To readers whose minds incline with relish toward 
medieval orthodoxy this volume will be a treasure. 
To modernists, whom the Dean characterizes as_illit- 
erate religious humanists, it will appear as an _ invi- 

ation to return to the stagnant flats of medievalism. 
_ However, the approach toward Christian unity must 

by a clear and sympathetic understanding of op- 
posing points of view, and to this end ‘The Religion 
of Main Street” is a contribution worth hearing.— 
rederick W. Burnham. 


RSONAGE DOORWAY. By Anna Laura Gebhard. 
bingdon-Cokesbury. 144 pp. $1. 5.4 

Here is a delightful inside-view of life in a growing 
arsonage family, told by one who knows the full 
ry of joy and sorrow, ups and: downs, human 
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$9.50 
Thumb-Indexed 
Edition $10.75 


THE “Ccmplele 


— CONCORDANCE — 


99? 


The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling” ap- 
plied to silver. Here is the standard ref- 
erence work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG’S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concord- 
ance of the Bible is to own a Bible Li- 
brary in a single volume. The 1,809 
pages comprise the equivalent of four 
books. First, the Main Concordance, 
containing in alphabetical order every 
word in the Bible and every passage in 
which that word appears. Then, there 
is a Comparative Concordance of the 
Authorized and Revised versions, in- 
cluding certain American variations. 
This is followed by a concise Hebrew 
and Chaldee Dictionary, with pronun- 
ciation clearly indicated. And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testa- 
ment. 

All this wealth of material, to which 
a hundred scholars gave a lifetime of 
effort, may now be yours, to treasure 
and to use, for only $9.50 (or thumb- 
indexed for your convenience, just 


$10.75). 
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“THE SANITARY” écrmunion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 


Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 
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Circular and euatations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Choir and Pulpit 
7 oN 
GOWNS 
Tine materials, - beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
Church, DeMoulin Bros. 


& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 


longings and bitter heartbreaks, such as fill the days 
and years of thousands of parsonages all over our 
land. Maybe it won’t affect lay people the same way 
it affects one preacher, who incidentally was born 
in a parsonage and has lived in such an institution 
ever since, but no member of the parsonage family 
will be able to read far into this little book without 
shedding a sympathizing tear and feeling the inde- 
scribable thrill of gladness, as the author recalls the 
multitude of experiences that make up so much of 
the daily round, particularly where growing children 
are involved. 


Every parsonage family. ought to possess a copy oft. 


this book, if not to enjoy how one family faced life 
and found infinite blessing in doing so, then to 
remind themselves of the priceless heritage and golden 
opportunity which a parsonage doorway so unstintedly 
provides. It is so easy in the tedium of each day 
to forget that while there are many difficulties, and 
they are by no means all of the same pattern, there 
is also a great door opened, and many are the people 


who wait longingly and desperately to enter in 
thereat, 
Mrs. Gebhard has not only told a most precious 


story of the trials and victories of parsonage life, 
but she has done so with exceeding insight and charm- 
ing appreciation of life, particularly infant and child- 
hood life. Many teachers of little children could 
well afford to sit at her feet and-learn a. few of 
her spiritual insights, as well as some of her methods 
and techniques.—John W. McKelvey. 


- CHRISTIAN BELIEF 


Alec R. Vidler, Scribner, 120 p. $2.25. 
A stimulating, succinct appraisal of .basic tenets of 
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the Christian faith for the university mind. ‘The short 
book consists of a series of lectures delivered by the 
author at the University of Cambridge, 1949, and pub 
lished with “only a few slight modifications’: Dr. 
Vidler deals with: belief in God and mankind, the 
work of Christ, the Holy Spirit, the chureh, the for- 
giveness of sins, and eternal life. The method ‘of 
handling is satisfactory, slanted to the student mind, 
and in line with current theological trends. The aim 
is to analyze, explain, and apply in clear language the 
basic Christian doctrines. In doing so he makes several 
trenchant statements, and, in the opinion of the wit 
for the most part succeeds admirably. 

The author does not believe that the case for belie 
ing in God can be organized into an argument -which 
is absolutely compelling and final. “If there is a per- 
sonal God, it is in our personal experience that we 
shall expect to find the strongest evidences of his 
existence.” He places little credance in the necessity 
for believing in a historical Jesus. It is his contention 
that historical truths cannot be demonstrated. .However. 
he affirms that the conclusion of reputable scholars is 
that Jesus was: undoubtably a_ historical figure and 
that the N. T. permits an impression definite enough 
of his Person to justify belief in Him. “The historic 
Jesus was not primarily a teacher, but a Saviour: not 
a human prophet who came to give good advice but 
the eternal Son of God who came to deliver men from 
guilt by triumphing in and over death on their behalf.” 

Dr. Vidler describes the Holy Spirit as “God in action 
in human life,” and traces the growth of the idea of 
his person through the O. T. into the N. Bie that 
he is the interpreter of Christ. ‘tHe harmonizes and 
unifies.” He associates the work of the Spirit with 
the work of the church; that the mission of the church 
is to be “the visible and audible witness to a common 
life in the Spirit that is now available to all men.” 
He contends that it is a congregation of ‘people — 
which the Word is proclaimed. and the eet 
duly administered.” —~ pa ise 

When Christ was crucified it was brought home 0 
men as never before, that God is not only of a a tnt 


stream of history with power to forgive effectively. God 
forgives so that men through the Holy Spirit may 
become agents of Christ in his reconciling work in the 
world.—Wayne C. Clark. 


ST. PAUL SHOWS US HOw. By O. H. Schmidt, 
Concordia. 118 pp. $1.50 Net. 

This is a study in missionary and preaching pro 
cedure as illustrated in St. Paul's epistle to the 
Colossians. It is written in simple but engaging style. 
The author takes up Colossians section by section 
and deduces the method and content of Paul’s mes- 
sage as. applying to the ministry and _ missionary 
service. There are four chapters, viz: 

I. Preaching Christ, Prayerfully, Thankfully. 

II. Fortifying the Flock Against False Doctrine. 

III. Seek Those Things Which Are Above. 

IV. Pray For An Open Door, and Strive to Redeem 

The Time. 

Page 31. “In the scheme of missionary work, as in 
all chureh life, the public proclamation of the Word, 
will naturally loom up as of prime importance.” 

Page 53. “As we look upon our work in the light 
of this Epistle, we also see how danger threatens our 
people from false teachers who want to rob them 
ef their Christian liberty.” 

Page 99. “The daily walk and conversation of the 
Christian is to be a missionary agency.” “They are 
therefore to walk wisely in the presence of those 
who are still outside the pale of the Christian Church 

. that their very conduct will be an invitation to 
those people to look into the matter and to see how 
the Christians get that way.” 

Page 104. A professor is quoted as saying: ‘“‘You 
need not wear a badge to proclaim to all the world 
that you are a minister of the Gospel, but no one 
should be surprised to find that you are a minister.” 

Page 105. “‘With the stirring and earnest appeal 
of the Apostle ringing in. our ears to redeem the 
time, we shall want to gird our loins for increased 
and ever-renewed efforts for the spfeading of the 
Gospel and the building of the kingdom of our Re- 
deemer. As we pastors and missionaries look at our 
work in the light of this Epistle, we open our hearts 
to the call to take heed to our ministry.” 

Here is a good book for Mission Study Classes and 
for the guidance of young people looking toward 
missionary service. It is also suggestive for the 
pastor’s study.—F. W. Burnham. 


A TREASURY OF SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS 


By Charles L. Wallis. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 319 p. $3.50. 

Here is a book that is different from the usual run 
of Books of Illustrations. This book of stories, poems, 
anecdotes and quotations taken from ‘‘The Work-Shop 
of Life’ is actually stimulating reading. 

Ministers will find many stories, quotations and _illus- 
trations they have heard with profit, but which have 
slipped their memory. There are other stories and 
quotations in the book that the reader will quickly 
realize he has read or heard. in a somewhat different 
version. The book is not calculated to serve speakers 
looking for material that will enable them to “whip up 
a talk” in short order, but to provide seasoning for 
the fruits of long study and hard work. 

The compiler’s clear-cut Index of Names and Topics 
greatly contributes to the usefulness of the book. No 
doubt such a book ean best be used, not in connection 
with sermon preparation, but in anticipation of the 
preparation or after the preparation has been made. 
Not infrequently it is found desirable to add more win- 
dows to provide light after a “house has been built. So 
it is with sermons.—Roy C. Helfenstein. 
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